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TWC SITE INSPECTION COMMENTS
MILLER PLYING SERVICE
RAYMONDYILLE, TEXAS
TX1538!

DOCUMENTATION OF SITE ACTIVITIES
AND SITE HISTORY

Engineering-Science, Inc. (Ef) conducted a site inspection of Miller
Flying Service on July 30, 1986. Annette Ponds of ES ccnducted a tele-
phone interview with Cal Miller, the business owner and operator. During
the interview, information was provided on the history and operating
practices at the site. Elroy Klosterman, the land owner and his lawyer,
Roger Robinson, granted ES personnel permission to conduct a site visit.
Neither Cal Miller nor Elroy Klosterman were present at the site when
ES personnel toured the site and collected samples. Annette Ponds and
David Highland of ES were at the site from 3:40 until 4:45 P.M.

Cal Miller was the sole owner of Miller Flying Service from 1956
until 1982 when the business was discontinued. The operations used
approximately 6 acres. Operations of Miller Flying Service involved aerial
application only; however, Mr. Miller indicated that from 1956 until 1982,
out-of -state gronnd applicators routinely used the runway for mixing
herbicides and pesticides. Mr. Miller sprayed approximately 30,000 acres
per year, A maximum of three employees worked at the site at any time
snd Mr. Miller indicated that there were no personal injury or health
problems related to operations at the site.

Water used at the site and by individuals in the area is supplied by
the North Alamo Water Supply which receives water from the Monte Alto
Reservoir and ultimately the Rio Grande River.

During the site reconnaissance, severai plastic containers and
55-gallon drums were obgerved. There were approximately 15 empty plastic
drume with Bivert labels and approximately 10 empty rusted 55-gallon
drums. Some of the drums had bidrin labels but most did not have labels.
There were no odors from the drums.
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There was an area of stressed vegetation near the drainage ditch in
the northwest corner of the site. There were strong pesticide odors in
this area.

Mr. Miller indicated that he used pesticides only at the sita. These
included iethyl parathion, sprayable Sevin, malathion, and some lindane.

At the conclusion of the site rcconnaissance, iwo soil samples were
collected. One sample was collected from the drainage ditch east of thy
site and another {rom the drainage ditch west of the site near the area of
stressed vegetation. Sample locations are shown on the site sketch. The
samples were analyzed for lindane, DDE, DDD, DDT, toxaphene, azinphos-
methyl and ethyl parathion. The analytical results are included in
Attachment D.

WASTE MAMAGEMENT PRACTICES

Mr. Miller indicated that during operations, there was one central
mixing ares with two tanks. One tank was used for mixing; the other was
used for water storage. Rinsate from planes and containers was placed
in the mixing tank and reused. Individual farmers furnished their own
chemicals. Mr. Miller, after triple-rinsing the contasiners, hauled the
empty containers to the Raymondville City dump for disposal.

ASSESSMENT AND CONCLUSIONS

No major problems were noted during the inspection with respect to
site management. The only notable potential problems were empty ‘anks
and containers which remained on site and the strong pesticide odors
associated with the area of stressed vegetation. The data indicate that
there was no contamination in the samples collected at tha site. All
parameters tested for showed below detection limit values.

In view of the «<ata indicating no soll contamination at the site
and the remote possibility that any drinking water source would have
been impacted by the past operations, further action by the TWC is not
recommended for this site.
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Instruction

ATTACHMENT A

POTENTI . HAZAROOUS WASTE SITE
SITE INSPECTION REPORT SUPPLEMENT SHEET

- This sheet is prov’ded to give additional information in

explanation of a question on the form T2073-3,

Corresponding
nuaber on form
X:A.
N\
XIiltJ.
]
N

Additional Remark andfor Zxplanation

Approximate water levels assumed from TDWR Report 138,
December 1971.

The outcropping site geologic stratum is on top of
Recent alluvium of the Holocene and partly the under-
lying Pleisotcene series of the Quaterrary sge. These
lithologically similar formations are basically com-
posed of sands, silts, and clays derived from the
alluvial origin and arranged in an interbedded fashion
(stratigraphic table).

These two stratigraphic wunits along with Recent
alluviuvm and the Bentley and Willis formations of the
remaining Quaternary system constitute the Chicot
aquifer The Chicot is underlain by other Tertiary
age struagraphic units down to the Fleming formation
which is made up of the Evangeline aquifer. Both
Chicot and Evangeline aquifers are.of regional signifi-
cance ,

The Chicct maintains approximately 400 to 600 feet of
thickness in the area, while the Evangeline has about
1,509 to 1,600 feet of section. The Chicot does not
yield abundant good quality water to area wells.

The area geologic strata dip south to southeast in a
progressively thickening wedge of sediments increasing
with dip angles towerd the Gulfl of Mexico. This effect
is due to overburden weight causing subsidence in
consolidated and unconsolidated substrata.



ATTACHMENT B

Stratigraphic and Hydrogeologic Information
Site Inspection Supplimental Report(s)
6roundwater Monitoring System Supplimental Form

Residential Well Sampling Information

SRRRK

Boring Logs and/or Monitoring Well construction
and design
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